 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1What is the value of membership in the Maryland Dental Hygienists’ Association?
When you are a member of MDHA you are included in the tripartite structure of the American Dental Hygienists’ Association (national level), the Maryland Dental Hygienists’ Association (constituent/state level) and one of nine local components (to be chosen by you, not determined by the  location of your home or work address).  Your membership is your entry into ALL three levels. This membership includes you in the nation’s largest organization representing licensed dental hygienists. ADHA, MDHA and the local components are here to support, develop and empower YOU.

Membership in your professional organization is vital to safeguard and promote the interests and future of dental hygiene. Your association strives to maintain the profession’s high educational standards and licensure credentials while promoting you as an oral health care provider. Our members are well-educated professionals who want to provide their patients with the best evidence-based treatments available. Maryland dental hygienists are committed to quality and access to care for all its citizens. 

The Maryland Dental Hygienists’ Association provides several benefits to its members:
MDHA sponsors two Full Day meetings each year which provide continuing education courses, presented by local and nationally known speakers, at a reduced fee for MDHA members.  At each meeting MDHA invites exhibitors representing dental hygiene- related products or services to attend, thus providing our members with the most up-to-date product information. During lunch and throughout the day members have the opportunity to network with fellow colleagues and share ideas.

The Scientific Session is held each Spring. This two day program includes continuing education, exhibitors and networking.

The Annual Session is a three day event held each Fall. It combines two days of continuing education programs with the MDHA House of Delegates meeting. A President’s reception for members is given following the day’s events. (Do we want this in here?)

Marketplace occurs during Annual Session. Here MDHA offers an assortment of unique items for sale. These have included “RDH” luggage tags, tooth imprinted gift bags, “RDH” embroidered towels and pot holders, magnets, RDH stickers and MDHA pins. All components are encouraged to participate by renting table space and all the profits from their sales are theirs to use for their members.

Within the last year, the Circle of Honor program was implemented. The hygienists who register for the entire weekend of activities receive a complimentary binder which includes all the course handouts. No need to register each morning and afternoon before going into a course!

Membership in MDHA entitles you to receive discounted fees on all ADHA, MDHA and component continuing education courses. 

MDHA members receive a biannual newsletter in the Spring and Fall. The newsletter includes a membership application, information about upcoming events, legislative news, and student activities at the dental hygiene programs within our state, (will MEDIX info be added in the future?) scholarship information and availability, and community service projects.  The newsletter will be available online in the future.

The MDHA Well-Being and Rehabilitation program is a free service for any licensed hygienist in Maryland who is dealing with a physical, emotional, psychological or substance abuse problem. A licensed social worker/dental hygienist assisted by a mental health/substance abuse 

professional will provide an initial problem assessment and will direct the member to the appropriate professional help and support which is needed. This program is strictly confidential.

As a MDHA/ADHA member you receive a subscription to the quarterly issues of the Journal of Dental Hygiene, a peer-reviewed journal which contains scientific, evidence-based articles about clinical practice, research and education.  You also receive the monthly magazine ACCESS with articles providing insight, tips and solutions for the practice of dental hygiene. 

Lastly, membership in ADHA/MDHA entitles you to discounts on various services. Some are listed on the back of your ADHA membership card and all can be found under Member Benefits when you log onto the ADHA website.

Marsh (INSURANCE; Liability, Disability, Health)

MBNA (Credit Card, Financial Planning, Mileage Program)

GEICO (INSURANCE; Auto, Homeowners)

Hotel Discount Program

Additional discounts are offered by:

Orascoptic

Tafford Uniforms

eHuman.com-a research-grade anatomy imaging library for consumers and professionals

Hertz car rental

Discount Rx program

